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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 
Whistler Blackcomb Foundation to match donations up to $70,000 for Squamish Drop-In Centre 

Renovation 
 
COAST SALISH TERRITORY/SQUAMISH, BC (December 22, 2020) Squamish, BC – The Howe Sound 
Women’s Centre Society’s and Whistler Blackcomb Foundation announce an exciting opportunity to 
have your donations matched dollar for dollar up to $70,000 for a much-needed renovation to the 
Squamish Drop-In Centre! 
 
“We are absolutely thrilled to announce a matching gift incentive facilitated by the generosity of the 
Whistler Blackcomb Foundation! Of the $450,000 total renovation budget, the society had $140,000 
more to raise when WBF came on board. From now until January 31, 2020 all donations received 
towards the renovation project will be matched dollar to dollar, up to $70,000, bringing us to our total 
fundraising goal!” Says Ashley Oakes, the society’s executive director. 
 
Howe Sound Women’s Centre will begin renovating the Squamish Drop-In Centre in the new year in 
order to expand much needed support services to survivors of gender-based violence. “This much 
anticipated renovation will ensure the society is able to continue to meet the growing needs of the 
communities of the Sea to Sky Corridor by significantly increasing programming space through the 
relocation of administrative offices onto the second floor.” Explained Oakes, when describing the 
project. “The renovation will include the addition of more children’s counselling space, crisis support 
rooms, and a group facilitation area. Additionally, by moving administrative offices to the second floor, 
we have the capacity to grow our team in the future, ensuring we are able to provide much needed 
supportive services to all survivors of gender-based violence for years to come.” 
 
“The Howe Sound Women’s Centre was formed as a grass roots organization dedicated to the 
prevention and support for those facing gender-based violence almost 40 years ago.  Their 
programming, support services, and transitional housing have been in increasingly high demand 
throughout the years and especially during the pandemic.  Ashley and her team have risen to the 
challenge to make sure there is a safety net around our more vulnerable populations.  Now, more than 
ever, it has become apparent that additional space is needed to continue to operate their vital 
programming.  The Whistler Blackcomb Foundation is privileged to be able to help Howe Sound 
Women’s Centre get closer to their goal, said Mei Madden, Executive Director, Whistler Blackcomb 
Foundation     
 
The renovation plans have been in the works for months and the Squamish Drop-In Centre will 
temporarily relocate in January to #2-37749 Second Avenue while the renovation is underway. 
 
“It’s important to note that the services provided by the Squamish Drop-In Centre will continue to be 
available from our temporary location on second avenue including crisis support, multicultural 
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outreach, children’s counselling, sexual assault support services, referrals and more. The temporary 
drop-in space will be fully operational by January 11th, 2021.” 
 
“We are reaching out to the community for your support to help get us across the finish line in our 
fundraising efforts by participating in the Whistler Blackcomb Foundations matching gift campaign!” 
 
About The Howe Sound Women’s Centre Society 
The Howe Sound Women’s Centre Society is a purpose driven charitable organization that has been serving the 
Sea to Sky Community for 39 years on the traditional territories of the Squamish and Lil’wat First Nations.  The 
Women’s Centre is focused on supporting survivors of gender-based violence who are in need of emergency 
shelter, support, referrals and advocacy, and in particular, those who are experiencing high conflict, violence or 
abuse.  The Women’s Centre offers emergency housing through Pearl’s Place Transition House and Pearl’s Safe 
Home, children and youth focused programs, multicultural outreach, and health and wellness programs. We 
acknowledge and respect the unique needs of Indigenous women and their families given the history and legacy 
of residential schools. The Squamish and Whistler Women’s Centres receive over 5,000 visits annually.  The 
Women’s Centre also operates Pearl’s Value & Vintage, a second hand thrift store selling gently used and vintage 
goods, with all proceeds from sales supporting Howe Sound Women’s Centre Society programs.  For more 
information, visit www.hswc.ca. 
 
Media contact: 
Ashley Oakes 
T: 604-341-5845 
E: aoakes@hswc.ca 
 
 


